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FORM FCJLLOWS FU C I N IN A TEXAS LAKESIDE HOUSE
DEStGNED FORA FA ILY THAT WANTED NOTHING MORE
AN TO MAKE A SPLASH—INTO THE WATER o=
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low rumbln 1elimg on silence is o fmiliar sound aropnd
hora. In fack owrers of this assertive, idiosyncrtic lake-
side home ano used to it s the monstons of motors

being cul as boats slow down for passongoers 1o take a drive-by
gandaer at the concrete, rock, glass and metal hoose that rises
fromm the craggy shoreling.

“1t"a definitely on e towrist circoit.” admits Rlck Arcler. a
principal with Overland Partnars Architects in San Antonbo

il WET HOME MO TIEC 2003

But despita the charismatic result, the loak of the place was
nuvar the owners' primary concers. “In fact,"” says Archer, who
teamed up with Dallas Interior designor Emily Summers on
tha 4.500-square-foot project, “our clients never sald one word
about what they wanted their house to ook like,” Function
was far more relovant

PRODUCED BY HELEN THOMPSON AND CORETTA SPERDUTO.
PHOTOGRAPHS BY JEFF McNAMARA. WRITTEN BY HELEM THOMPESON.
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“Thee howsa Is all about natural light ared water,

warrnth but also hides sir and heating o
Becawie so much of the living space Is outsida,
e pictlenpe i gady 1o take cane of, Opposite
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“We had lived in this house in our minds,” savs the husband,

o mourosurgeon, “We knew exactly how we would wee " The
operutive word was definitely “wie. " The family of five—the
kids are nges 20, 17 and 13—bove the water. “They wanied 1o
pull up to the door in their SUV, which would be packed 1o the
gills with beach balls, Aoats and boating gear,” recalls Archer,
“and everybody—including the family dogs—would jump out
and ran -.~Ir|'1.1|_.:,:ll1 imte the water.”

& single ream thet combings dining, Bvng and
kitchas luerticers faewd & wall of gl..n. urdar a
besmed pitched roal. The tancrete walls wone
go kall (28 feet) thay kst 10 b poared in
saciiona: the r-ﬂ.-uI'Hng 51'!1.' gchses the woaored
flpors, Interins designor Emily Surmmory chodn
comdpriable vt practical Tuseetung 1het combings
ilasskc BEE FHalia soating and lamally places

To make the roube from the car 1o the lnke o% unohstrectod
as possible, Ancher conceived of three povilions, cleaving the
main house in two with a wide concretn dogtrat of a
briezivay. It bogins al the drive W oy @ OO
yvard and the glass-sided main living pavilion before merging
into steps that plunge right into the lake for instant EL T
gratification. “You can start baving fun here in & matter of sec-
onds,” says Archaor,




hause—Iiis foundation a bulwark of slab concrofe—rizes liko
o seawnll out of the water, It stretches along the brink of ihe
lnke, doting on its surroundings: the water, a granilte culerop-
ping ncross the lake and & palr of hills beyond. The house iiself
mimics this vista A two-stdry “dormitlory” containing chil-
dran’s and gusst bedrooms is fanked on one side by a sonring
glass-walled pavilion with the public spaces and the oaster
badroom, and on the ollser |:|:.' i third Fu'l.'i.|ii:||1-—Eu:r media room.,
garage and boatheuss, .

“Char insplration for the materials comas from the lindscaps
as wall,” remarks Archer, The pating of the concreto in the shell
of the house relates to the gritty gray of the gmnite cutcropping.
The cholce pleased the ewners: “We do a lot of ontertaining.”
gays the wife, “and we didn’t want to worry ahout hurting any-
thing. Concrate is impervious to disastor.”

[1's akeo an energy-afficient matorial, which turmed oul to be
i momenious consicdoration because the houss faces dus west
“That is slways a troubling thing in Texas,” understates the
architect. "Bul the ownors would be geiting a greal view of the
sunsot,” he jokes, <if thay could stand the heat.®

The solution came in the time-honored form of parches, in
this case a network that both separates the pavilions and unites
them. “We pushed the public areas way back from the water,”
axplains Archor, “but brought the terraces up to the edge.”
Hesides buffering the house from the brutal Texas heat, the
porches are front-row seats for starm watching. “The water goos
stoely gray,” save the husband, “then the sky gets black, and the
water sloshes over the edges of the porches. It's roally exciting.”
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16t the houss, designer Emily Summers, wh i8 admired for
r wark with mid-century modern furniture, ceated Interors
al coulidl withstand activity of all kinds, both intentional and
uninfentional. “This is o cool howss,” she explains, “and the
architecturs is dominant, The femiture has to stand ap to i—
nodhing crafty or veneered was going to work here,”
Summerss Brst parchases wern three all-wool bandmade
Swedish rugs. Thay are lowriously nubby underfoot but prac-
tical—ils lanolin in the wool vigorously repels waber. =I'm
partial to them becanse they are so beautiful,” she save, “and
they're reversible, so my clients can just Dip them over if
they get dirty.” In the living room, Summers choss two Ams
Jacobsen Swan chaizs—the lighthearted ovoids are a landmark
of comfurtable seating design. “They swivel,” she says. “so thal
enmeons who is seated in them can turn around Eo see the
irresistible view,™ All the other furniture in the mom, most of
it modern [talinn pleces, feces the ever-changing aguatic spoc-
tacle, whether it's the weather or a gaudy parasail drifiing by.
“Tho dining room was meant for Rexibility,” Summars adds.
“Thiz house sort of contracts when there are just the two of ws,"
say the owners, whe eccupy the pavilion containing the living
room and thelr master bedroom. But it also succeeds with karge
groups. Two custom wood-and-iron dining tables can bo pulled
apart, one to bsir migee] a1 gama table and the othor for o smaller
klateh of diners, or pushed togethor whon friends arrive, Usually
the tables stay tagetlir. “We aren’t lore by ourselves very ofien.”
says the wife with o lnugh. *The guest rooms fll up pretty fast.” &
Soe Resources, last poges,
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